THE HRO MKII TIGER
Built, but never for sale!
Peter Phelps

A recent article in a West Coast (USA) newsletter
reminded me that not much had been written in the
States about the RHD Metropolitan Police MKII
Tigers. More detailed information has become
available with the discovery of ledgers, the
exchange of information by enthusiasts on both
sides of the Atlantic, and undertaking the
restoration of one of these special cars. | have
written several articles | hope you find interesting.

Following a large vehicle purchase in September
1966 (making the front page of London
newspapers), the Metropolitan Police added some
113 Rootes cars including 4 MK1A's to its fleet.
These Tigers were supplied in standard HRO
(RHD) form with the addition of alternators to
support increased electrical equipment and were
delivered in color code #92 (arctic white). Taking
advantage of this major purchase, Rootes issued a
press release December 12" and staged a photo
opportunity soon after the Tigers were pressed into
police service.

The MK1A’s included in the Met. Police set the
stage for a very limited production of RHD MKII's!
The police were apparently pleased with the
performance of the Sunbeam Tiger, and in the
spring of 1967, ordered another 6 Tigers for the
traffic patrol. These were to be used as pursuit
vehicles in and around the ring roads circling
London and on the MI motorway, joining the
MK1A'’s already in service.

This order must have created a dilemma for
Rootes. While the police were important customers,
the business plan in place at the time was building
LRX (LHD) Tiger MKIlI's almost exclusively for
export to North America, excluding the home HRO
market.

Rootes had resisted the pleas from automotive
magazine editors and auto enthusiasts in the U.K.
requesting RHD production. But on March 20th,
midway through the assembly of the 534 MKII’s,
production Rootes quietly (one can assume)
completed the police order of all 6 HRO MKII Tigers
in color code #108 (polar white). The factory
(Jensen) then resumed manufacturing LHD’s.
These 6 and later 4 more would make up the total
of 10 known factory built RHD MKII's wearing the

HROFE suffix on the VIN number. While the police
Tigers had consecutive VIN numbers of
B382100401 HROFE through 406, the final 4 cars
were built at the end of the MKII production. With
the demise of the Tiger on the horizon, those in the
know scrambled to secure a home market MKII.
Rootes conceded and during the final few weeks,
B382100557, 609 and the last two Tigers, 632 and
633 were built in HRO configuration as well. These
fortunate owners, often known now as ‘friends of
the factory’ included Gregor Grant, editor of
Autosport, a Mr. Waters of Waters Garages Limited,
Roy Thomson of Thomson Limited, Scotland, and
one other individual who's name is yet to surface.
Two of the last three owned important Rootes
dealerships and all must have had strong ties to the
factory.

Amazingly, these 10 HRO MKII's all exist today.
They have been located and their keepers identified
due in large part to the efforts of Graham Vickery in
England and Norman Miller in California. Most are
currently being driven in the UK; | have been
fortunate to personally observe five of the six police
and one of the private MKII's. Presently, two of the
police MKII's are disassembled with restoration on

going.

When factory production was discontinued in June
1967, the demand for RHD MKII's remained. Alan
Hartwell, the son of a Rootes dealer, ‘rescued’ six
LRX MKII's off the docks destine for export to North
America and converted them to right hand drive
during the winter of 1967. He kept one and sold the
other five. Initially, these were easily recognized as
the steering was on the right, while the windshield
wipers remained in the left hand drive position.

Currently, there are more MKII's in England than
the original 10 HRO's Jensen produced on the
assembly line due to the desire of Tiger enthusiasts
to own one.

In addition to the six dealer converted Tigers, a few
of the original exported MKII Tigers have made their
way back to the UK and have been converted. A
recent example is B382100128 LRXFE, an early
MKII that | rode in the 1970’s when owned by Gary
Cooper of Oakland, California. Now located in
England, it is nicely restored in RHD configuration.

The 10 HRO MKIl Sunbeam Tigers make up a
unique part of Rootes history, a 1967 model
configuration built on the factory assembly line, but
never marketed to the public!



The Four Private Tiger Il HROFE sales

The first rhd private MKII (B382100465 HRO FE)



